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Route Descriptions

Conestee Nature Preserve comprises 400+ acres of lush woods and waters within the developed core of Greenville County. We offer 
more than a dozen miles of trails, which are used to facilitate valuable outdoor experiences for over 100k visitors per year. Our 
visitors use the Preserve property for a myriad of purposes, including birding, biking, hiking, wildlife watching, and photography. 

The routes designated on this map will assist you in exploring all 
that Conestee Nature Preserve has to offer. Each colored route 
is matched to trail blazes that you will find marked on trees, 
signs, and other guideposts. These specified routes facilitate 
convenient access to the incredible variety of ecosystems found 
at CNP. 

If you’re trying to decide which route(s) to navigate, consider 
this guidance:

Our Main Loops: 

If you are looking for a basic loop around the core of CNP, the 
GreenGreen and YellowYellow routes are your best bet. The YellowYellow route 
is our primary hard surface loop. YellowYellow is therefore the best 
option if mobility impairment is an issue. 

The GreenGreen route, on the other hand, will take you on the 
same basic loop as the YellowYellow route, but featuring mostly 
natural surface trails. The GreenGreen route generally offers more 
opportunities for connecting with nature. 

First-Timers Guide: 

New here? We have a number of signature views and amenities 
that are ideal for getting started. CNP is all about water. You can 
get a good sense of that by walking across the Reedy River Bridge 
(Feature 1) and heading over to the West Bay Observation Deck 
(Feature 2). There, you can enjoy incredible bird life and other 
natural spectacles that play out in West Bay. Follow the GreenGreen 
route (Froggy Bottom) on the way back, and you’ll see the Reedy 
River up close. 

Enjoy a different view of West Bay from our Birdnest 
Observation Deck (Feature 5). Following the GreenGreen Route from 
Reedy River Bridge (Feature 1), you will cross Woodie Walk 
boardwalk; a favorite spot for watching turtles swim or for 
spotting snakes! Continuing on the GreenGreen Route, hug the edge of 
West Bay until you arrive at the elevated Birdnest platform. 

Little Trail(s) on the Prairie:

If you prefer fields to forests, we have several great options. Our 
Light BlueLight Blue  route, which starts at the northmost corner of the 
County Park, meanders through an interesting forest before 
emerging into the vast open space of what was once Greenville’s 
city landfill. From this unsavory past emerged an important 
grassland habitat that contributes to CNP’s biodiversity.

On the other side of the Preserve, our WhiteWhite route traverses 

Henderson Meadow (Feature 6), a picturesque hilltop meadow 
punctuated by large, old oak trees. Henderson Meadow and the 
adjacent Shortleaf Shelter (Feature 7) host most of the larger 
events held at CNP. 

River Runner… or Walker: 

The Reedy River shapes and defines CNP, and we have a couple of 
routes that allow you to explore alongside Greenville’s hometown 
river. Our PurplePurple route follows closely along the riverbank. At 
the downstream end of the route is East Bay, where you can 
enjoy the most expansive view of open water in the Preserve 
from East Bay Observation Deck (Feature 3) and Lost Lake 
Amphitheater (Feature 4), both worthy destinations. 

Then there is our RedRed route, which, in just a short distance, 
provides incredible variation in riverside terrain. You can enjoy 
the view from a high ridge and, minutes later, traverse some 
of the most active bottomland floodplain on the property. The 
bamboo forest (while not native) is worth seeing! 

Breazeale Farm:

Do you know about the other section of CNP that is upstream 
on the Reedy River? Most people don’t know about our 
Breazeale Farm tract, which has some of the best mature 
forest and floodplain habitat in the entire Preserve. This tract 
can be accessed directly from two smaller parking areas (the 
N1 trailhead and the Swamp Rabbit Trail parking on Parkins 
Mill Road). You can also access this section of the property by 
following the SRT from the main body of the Preserve, through 
the Magnolia Acres neighborhood. 

Mobility Guidance:

We pride ourselves on making CNP accessible for patrons of all 
experience and physical ability levels. 

Our YellowYellow route consists entirely of paved trail and boardwalk, 
with the exception of two short sections of fine packed gravel. 
Our PinkPink  route is entirely paved and feeds directly into paved 
sections of the yellow/green routes. Almost all of our main 
parking areas are served by paved trails, including E2, W2, S1 
and N1. On the Breazeale Farm tract, most of the OrangeOrange route is 
paved, though that route contains more elevation change than is 
found in the main body of the Preserve. 

Please let us know what we can do to make your visit easier and 
more fulfilling! 

Welcome to Conestee Nature Preserve


